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avoided by whoso would invade Italy from the north. In
the west, the Po is itself small, but its affluents are impor-
tant ; in the east the river itself is a boundary. On descend-
ing the Alps, one is met by the affluents of the left bank,
which make respectable lines of defense. Behind these is

The Po and its Affluents.

the splendid line of the Ticino-Po-Trebia. The key of this
line is at the defile of Stradella, at whose mouth then lay the
fortress of Clastidium, modern Casteggio.

To an army descending from the Alps, the Po is the first
object of attack. To an army seeking to forestall an attack
from the Alpine region, the Po is the line of defense. The
Maritime Alps sweep down in a semicircle from the Cottian,
to join the Apennines on the Gulf of Genoa. The Apennines
throw out an immense bulwark towards the Po, which, at
Stradella, forms the defile above mentioned. This defile is
the key of the country, the cross-roads, so to speak, of the
entire section.

The strategic value of "the knot Pa via - Stradella - Pia-
cenza " was fully recognized by Napoleon. It did not exist
for Hannibal. But Hannibal was sroverned bv the generalder the Etruscans, had been great and beauti-
